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The Big Wish
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Genre; Narrative Structure; Self and Relationships

	Description:
	These activities explore narrative structure and the role and functions of various character types in narrative.

	Resources:
	The Big Wish, Winners series


Lesson plan: 

The fantasy genre is an important and enduring one in children's literature and films of this type are useful in teaching about the genre. Before viewing The Big Wish list some book and film titles which fall into the fantasy genre and ask students to share their experiences of them. Some suggestions are Peter Pan, The Wizard of Oz, Alice in Wonderland, Charlotte's Web, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, Dragonslayer, Excalibur, The Never Ending Story, Cocoon, Labyrinth, Legend, Lord of the Rings and Watership Down, Harry Potter, Merlin, The Golden Compass, Narnia. The students can probably add many more. Discuss and list the more obvious aspects of the genre - weird and wonderful settings, unexpected happenings, the use of magic, mythical creatures and powers, quests and journeys. This discussion should establish that the fantasy genre can take many forms - animation or live action or a mixture of the two. Some fantasy films rely on special effects, others do not. 

View The Big Wish
After viewing, replay the opening scenes which establish the similarities and differences between Pratt's world and that of Prince Wilton. Discuss how this information is conveyed to the audience. Identify, with the class, the similarities (both feel alienated and isolated) and the contrasts (one is fantasy and one is realistic.) If students are familiar with the title compare this sequence to the opening of The Never Ending Story. Both stories open with a sequence showing the alienation of the central character with his life in the modern world and the narrative motivation for the escape into fantasy. 

Analyse the film techniques used
The opening sequence in the Enchanted Realm introduces the audience to a common feature in the fantasy genre - the out-of-this-world creatures and characters. Have students identify the ways in which the four characters, the King and Queen, Gobbo and Lady Mikeevil are constructed as non-human/naturalistic. Focus on costumes, make-up, dialogue and special effects. What hints are given in this scene that Gobbo will turn out to be a good goblin and Lady Mikeevil a schemer? 
Examine the narrative structure
The narrative in the fantasy genre is constructed in the same way as stories in any other genre ie: orientation, complication, resolution. A problem is posed and the remainder of the story is devoted to solving it. The difference is in the type of problem posed and the methods of solving it. Ask the students to identify the central problem established in the Enchanted Realm sequence. Depending upon the ability level of the class it may be possible to develop this idea of the universal structure of narratives. Begin with the premise that certain character functions recur again and again in different stories. With the class, list these functions eg:

· the hero - Batman, Superman (saves people, does good deeds) 

· the helper - Robin, Jimmy Olsen (gives aid to the hero)

· the princess - Batgirl, Lois Lane (object of desire and love)

· the villain - The Joker or Riddler or Penguin, Lex Luther (does evil deeds)

· the despatcher - Editor Perry White (sends hero on his quest or journey), Police Commissioner Gordon 

The students could write a short fable using characters in each of those roles. Wilkie, B. (1989) The Technique of Special Effects in Television Focal Press, London. 

Discuss with the class the functions of the characters in The Big Wish. The point of the discussion is not to come up with correct answers (because characters can serve more than one function or the same function can be done by different characters) but to explore how characters serve particular functions in progressing the narrative. Arguably The Big Wish could be described in terms of the above functions with the following characters serving each function: 

· hero(es) - Prince Wilton and C.W. 

· villain - Lacy Mikeevil 

· helper - Gobbo 

· princess - Katie 

· despatcher - the king and queen 
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