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Boy Soldiers – Teaching Resource B
	Program:
	“Boy Soldiers”  from the Winners series

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 8

	Australian Curriculum:
	Humanities and Social Sciences, Civics and Citizenship

	Themes/Topics:
	Ethics, Values, Justice, War and Conflict

	Description:
	Students view Boy Soldiers and discuss the issues raised in the film. They learn about the power of governments to enforce military service, and the role of citizens in a democracy.
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1. Introduction
In small groups or as a class, students share their current understandings of the issue of conscription. These initial understandings could be recorded on visual organisers such as brainstorming maps, KWL charts, or T-charts.  

The teacher then guides students by asking questions to extend upon their prior knowledge. Students discuss their wonderings and formulate questions about conscription. 

2. View Boy Soldiers
Watch the complete film and then offer students some background information on the issue of conscription. These notes are a guide.
Compulsory military training was introduced in 1911. It had been initiated by the Deakin government but made more extensive by the Fisher government. Conscription for overseas service became the subject of bitter dispute in two referenda of 1916-17 which split the Federal Labor government. In general terms the pro-conscriptionists were conservatives, employers, the Protestant church and the middle classes, and they regarded the anti-conscriptionists as traitors to the war effort, to those fighting at the front and to God, King and country. The anti-conscriptionists were the trade unions and the Irish, who argued that the conscriptionists were prepared to throw away Australian lives in a war that was not Australia's own and to betray Australia to imperialists and war mongers. Australia contributed 330,000 volunteers to the first world war and suffered immense casualties.

3. Give students copies of the following opposing views on conscription.
For:
"... The existence of the British Empire and all that it stands for, to its own citizens and to the world at large, is in danger. If the Empire should fall the rights and liberties which, to a British community, are as necessary and natural as the air they breathe, will fall with it...Our first duty is to send more men to the front...Besides sending more men to the fighting line we must so organise all the community that every man and every woman may be able to render the best service of which he or she is capable to the Empire's cause.
It is now evident that voluntary effort is not meeting these requirements. Even if it were its incidence is unjust and often harmful. Men have gone who should have stayed; many more have stayed who might have gone. Others, with obligations here, would go cheerfully if the State called upon them to do so, but they hesitate to take the step until the call is clear and definite. The time has come for the State to give this call, and at the same time to adjust the burden of military service with more regard to equity and the public good." 

From the Universal Service League's manifesto, cited in Daily Telegraph (Sydney),11 September 1915.
Against:
"Conscription, being entirely subversive of freedom, is alien and hateful to a free people. On the continent of Europe national prejudices, fomented by the ruling classes, and combined with geographical proximity has driven the peoples to submit to this system. With what results we all know. Those countries groan beneath the iron heel of militarism. The burden of crushing military taxation is imposed upon them. Their young men are torn from their industrial occupations, immured in barracks away from healthy social influences, and their best years devoted to learning the art of killing their fellow workers over the border. ...Militarism and conscription are convertible terms ..." 

From Australian Worker (Sydney), 16 September 1915.
Replay the scene in which Will states his opposition to military training. How is it similar and different to the excerpt above?
4. Discuss the following questions in small groups or as a class
· What is the pro-conscription argument based upon, and is it relevant today?
· Would contemporary Australians argue for conscription to support a British war? 

· What is the anti-conscription argument based on? 

· What does the term militarism mean? Are there currently militarist governments? 

· Would you support conscription if Australia was under threat? 
· How do you define a ‘conscientious objector’?

· What is the white feather symbolic of, and what is its history?
5. Making conclusions
Boy Soldiers depicts some of the pressures that were applied to young men who refused to join the war effort. Replay the key scenes in which the characters: 

· Argue their support for compulsory military service. 

· Demonstrate the tactics used to put pressure on young men to join up. 

Ask students to respond to these scenes and describe where their own sympathies lie. 
As a class or in small groups, discuss students’ new learning about conscription and related issues. Refer back to their original wonderings and questions to see if they have been answered. Discuss any areas of interest for further investigation. 
6. Further investigation
The 1916 referendum (ensure students know the meaning) on conscription for overseas military service produced a No vote, with 48.39% of the population in favour and 51.61% against. In WA and Tasmania there were strong Yes votes. Have students:

· Conduct research into the 1916 referendum and the actual question asked in the referendum ("Are you in favour of the Government having, in this grave emergency, the same compulsory power over citizens in regard to requiring their military service, for the term of this War, outside the Commonwealth, as it now has in regard to military service within the Commonwealth?"). 

· Visually present the statistical information about how states and groups voted, using graphs, visual organisers or spreadsheets. They could work in small groups to explore the political and moral issues raised at the time. 

The second conscription referendum was held on 20 December 1917 and the question was "Are you in favour of the proposal of the Commonwealth government for reinforcing the Australian Imperial Force overseas?" The vote was 46.21% in favour and 53.79% against. Have students research the reasons behind the second referendum. 

Suggested topics for further research are: 

· Archbishop Mannix 

· Battles - Messines, Bullecourt, Ypres 

· Prime Minister Hughes 


Students might present their findings as an oral presentation accompanied by a PowerPoint slideshow, or as a podcast including ‘interviews’ with different characters of the time.
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