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Second Childhood
	Program:
	Winners

	Year Level:
	Year 5 to Year 9

	Curriculum Study Areas:
	English

	Themes/Topics:
	Self and Relationships; Environment; Our Place in Space and Time

	Description:
	

	Resources:
	Second Childhood, Winners series


Lesson plan:
Analyse film techniques - camera 

Play the title sequence and pause the tape. Record the following representational codes: 

· camera movement - track, tilt, dolly 

· lens type - wide, normal, telephoto 

· sound effects - on-screen, off-screen. 

Ask students to answer the following questions: 

· What is the purpose of the moving camera? 

· What is the effect of the use of a wide angle lens? 

· At what point do you recognize the shot as Mark Smalley's point of view? 

· What expectations are established about Mark Smalley from the title sequence? 

· List the sound effects. Which effects are linked to the sounds? 

Analyse film techniques - acting and dialogue
Have students compare and contrast the early scenes which depict Darryl's relationship with his parents and Annie's relationship with her mother. The discussion should focus on: 

· the dialogue between the characters 

· the body language of the characters 

· touch 

· eye contact 

· gestures/mannerisms 

· Briefly describe the atmosphere in the two families. 

Discuss the historical figures depicted
The children's "previous lives" may need to be explained. Discuss briefly the lives of Henry Ford, Queen Victoria and Albert Einstein. Relate the discussion to the problems perceived by 
the children - pollution, the atom bomb. Many problems today are related to the environment. List as many environmental problems as you can think of. 

Pause the tape at the Phar Lap sequence. Discuss the story of Phar Lap (students may have seen the film) and the reasons why the horse has achieved heroic status in Australia. 

1995 was the fiftieth anniversary of victory in the Pacific in the Second World War. The celebrations were accompanied by a debate as to whether Japan should apologise for the war, see the quotes below. In Second Childhood Pino tries to apologise to the Japanese tourists for the bombing of Japan. Discuss these issues in terms of their relative value positions. 

Quotes

	Japanese Prime Minister, Mr Tomiichi Murayoma said on August 15,1995 
"I express here once again my feelings of deep remorse and state my heartfelt apology. Allow me also to express my feelings of profound mourning for all victims, both at home and abroad, of our history." 
Quoted in The Australian 16 August 1995 p1.


	The newspaper went on to report: 
" Mr Murayama's formal statement fell short of an unqualified and profound apology sought by some critics, but was much stronger than expected and tested the limits of his support within his weak coalition government.". 
Robert Garran, Patrick Lawnham "Japan PM's personal apology for aggression fails to satisfy" in The Australian 16 August p1.


Examine the impacts of inventions
The program shows 'two sides of the coin' - the positive aspects of inventions and achievements and the negatives. Select an invention and draw a PMI chart on the board Ask students to add their observations to it.

	Invention:

	Plus
	Minus
	Interesting

	 

 

 
	 
	 


PMI charts invented by Edward de Bono.

Ask students to research some modern day examples, e.g. TV, computers, VCRs, IVF, cloning, air conditioners.

Write an Essay or Speech about or Debate these topics
"It's OK to be ordinary", 
"Knowing what is important", 
"We are the somebodies - how we can make a difference"
“Invention is the mother of necessity”
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